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- Over the blue, calm water of the Pacific Ocean, a cruise ship
~ _ issailing towards Hawaii. It is warm and sunny in Honolulu.
-~ Athousand miles away, in Alaska, it is snowy and cold.

It is breakfast time in
Honolulu and in
Anchorage Alaska.
Parents are getting
ready to go to work.

i

Children are getting ready
to school.

to go |




“All of a sudden, a strong earth-
quake strikes off the coast of P e
Alaska, deep down on the sea floor. e ._\l- e
The sea floor moves up and down. The = . .. .
water is violently disturbed. ok

In Alaska, the walls
and floors of the
houses suddenly
start to shake.
Chairs topple over.
Tables slide. Dishes
crash to the floor.



N It isan earthquake. People
gt - know what to do. They do

Sl notrunoutsuie. They take cover under
WY - tables, desk, or‘in doorways.

The earthquake
- sends out shock
waves in all directions.
The sea surface is d.xsturbed
also. Big waves are formed. These
powerful waves are called tsunami. :
These waves travel fast across the sea.”
‘They are dangerous and they can kill.



 living by sea

As soon as
* the shaking ~
~stops, people

- .do not start
to clean up
‘the mess. i
‘They
- quickly &
 leave .
their
' homes and
move inland away
. from the sea. They know
that earthquakes can trigger
_off tsunami waves.

The Alaska Tsunami
Warning Center puts out an alert.
'Su'ens wail to warn people a tsunamx

There isn't much [

* time. People
" hurry to safety, _
~ away from the -
- shore and wait for'the
i __Itsunaml to come. &




The waves of the tsunami start to roll
. in, The first few waves are not very big,
 but the fourth wave is huge.

leea gre
buildings. S ]

It tears up trees, telephone and
electricity poles and railroad tracks.




The tsunami waves

- Everyone left the

| danger zones by the
- sea. Everyone

. rushed to safety
and higher ground.




s ﬁmshed
and parents and
; chﬂdren leave home.
y-'.have not heard yet

scien-
tists at
the Pacific
Tsunami Warnmg
Center near Honolulu
already know about the earth-
quake. At the Center are many
seismographs that record all earth' g oo
quakes in the Pacific. The seismo- = .
graphs tell the scientists exactly. - e
where the earthquake took place oﬁ‘ Alaska
~and how big it was."




 The scientists at the Center
work all night and all day in
shifts. There is always some-
one on duty checking the seis-
mographs and keeping watch,

Quickly the scientists send
‘messages to other tsunami
warning centers in many
countries all around the
Pacific Ocean.

They tell them that the
Alaskan earthquake

has been big enough to
start a tsunami which is now
crossing the Pacific Ocean in

all directions.



